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Off the Books 

W hy did Oprah Winfrey sud- 
denly take back her autobiog- 
raphy last week, just three 
months before publication? 
One rumor: fiancd Stedman 
Graham, aghast at accounts of 
Oprah’s past sexual exploits, 
threatened to nix their engage- 
ment. The truth, at least ac- 
cording to her publisher, isn’t 
as juicy. "She felt this was not 
the best job she could do,” said 
Knopf’s William T. Loverd. 

" There was not enough of her in 
it.” The book is only postponed, 
he added. For once, the Queen 
of Talk wasn’t saying much. 



JOHN BARRETT— GLOBE 

Getting more personal: Oprah 



MARSHA T. GORMAN— LOS ANGELES TIMES 

A still-rising son: Author Crichton with a very old friend 


A ‘Jurassic’ Sequel? Maybe. 


It’s nice to be out of the dino- 
mania,” declared "Jurassic 
Park” author Michael Crichton 
last week from Tokyo, where 
he’s on a press tour. In fact, the 
mania around Crichton, 50, is 
getting more intense every day. 
Three of his novels ride The 
NewYorkTimes paperback 
best-seller list: "Jurassic Park” 
(No. 1), "Rising Sun” (opening 
as a movie starring Sean Con- 
nery in July) and "Congo.” And 
last week film rights to his 
newest novel (tentatively titled 
" Disclosure,” due out in Decem- 


ber), a suspense tale about sexu- 
al harassment, were snapped 
up by Warner Bros, for $3.5 
million. 

Does the open ending of "Ju- 
rassic Park” mean more dino- 
maniatocome?"Iwantedto 
conveyuncertainty about the 
future,” Crichton says, " which 
inevitably means there is a se- 
quel possibility.” None is in the 
works yet — but a TV cartoon 
series looks like a dino-mite bet. 


Jean Seligm ann with Charles 
Fleming andbureaureports 


Shalom, Elton 

When fans and photogra- 
phers mobbed him in the Tel 
Aviv Hilton lobby last week, El- 
ton John let the sun go down on 
Israel without performing. Af- 
ter leapfrogging over a sofa, he 
jetted home to England. But 
then Britain’s ambassador to 
Israel and Knesset members 
begged him not to. go breaking 
their hearts — and he returned. 
Before 35,000 fans, he opened 
his set with " The Bitch Is 
Back” — and said, "I’d like to 
apologize.” They forgave him. 


Get back, honky cat: John 
and his bodyguards take a hike 
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TRANSITION 


DIED: Former Texas governor 
and Republican presidential 
candidate John B. Connally Jr., 
76; of complications from pul- 
monary fibrosis, in Houston, 
June 15. Connally was best 
known outside Texas for being 
wounded in the gunfire that 
killed President Kennedy in 
Dallas, and his death set off a 
flurry among Kennedy conspir- 
acy theorists. 

The Assassina- 
tion Archives 
and Research 
Center, a group 
that disputes the 
Warren Commis- 
sion’s theory 
that a single bul- 
let pierced both 
Kennedy and 
Connally, asked 
Attorney Gener- 
al Janet Reno to , 
have bullet frag- John 
ments that 

might stillbelodgedinhiswrist 
and thigh removed. Matching 
fragments were removed from 
Connally and Kennedy after 
the shooting. If a new autopsy 
yielded unmatched fragments, 
it might mean the end of the 
single-bullet theory and sug- 
gest a second gunman. 

The FBI bit. Although the bu- 
reau hadn’t shown much inter- 
est in Connally’s body before, 
friends say agents were trying 
to contact family representa- 
tives even during "Big John’s” 
funeral. The family refused. 
"Why is the FBI involved?” 
asked spokesman Julian Read. 
"Don’t they have anything bet- 
ter to do?” After glowing testi- 
monials from Lady Bird John- 
son and Congressman Jake 
Pickle, among others, Connal- 
ly’s body was buried and there 
are no plans to exhume it. But 
the saga lives on. FBI agent Oli- 
ver (Buck) Revell said, "Armed 
guards [should] be posted 
around the grave until we get 
this thing resolved.” 

Sir William Golding, 81, Nobel 
Prize-winning author of "Lord 
of the Flies” and 11 other nov- 
els; of a suspected heart attack 
at his home in England. 

















